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Briefing Overview

1 - Democracy 
in Georgia: 
Overview of 
Current 
Landscape 

2 - Far-Right 
Groups 
Facilitating 
Mass 
Challenges 

3 - Impact of 
Mass Voter 
Challenges on 
Election 
Administration 
& Workers 



The Anti-Voter Playbook

Voter Access
Push access to the ballot as 
far out of reach as possible 
through: 
● Challenges + purges 
● Restrictions on polling 

locations and hours 
● Disproportionately 

targeting communities 
of color

Election 
Administration

Election 
Subversion

● Burdening election 
workers with unfunded 
mandates 

● Pushing anti-voter 
conspiracy theorists 
onto local BOEs

● Attempts to privatize 
“list maintenance” 

Attempts to undo the will of 
voters via:
● Attacks on 

certification
● Sham “audits” 
● Takeovers of local 

BOEs
● Laws stripping power 

from elected officials 
(e.g. SB 92)



Georgia = Battleground AND Testing Ground
➢ Georgia = testing ground for 

anti-voter tactics 

➢ SB 202 being used as a 
blueprint for omnibus voter 
suppression bills in other 
states 

➢ Attacks on democracy not in 
a silo; anti-voter extremists 
adopting a state-by-state, 
precinct-by-precinct strategy

➢ Mass challenges core part of 
strategy

(The Nation - 11/3/22)



 
Landscape on 
Mass Voter 
Challenges 
in Georgia

(NBC News - 2/28/23)

➢ Over 350,000 voter challenges filed in 
GA since the 2020 Presidential Election 

➢ More than 100,000 (or appx. 1 in 70) 
Georgia voters have had eligibility 
challenged since SB-202 passed

➢ SEB has provided no guidance on 
challenges, resulting in different 
interpretations of SB 202 provision on 
challenges across 159 counties 

(NBC News - 2/8/23)



Challenges Filed Post-SB 202*

*as of 9-19-22

1. Gwinnett - 48,141 - (7.45% or 1 in 13 
registered voters challenged)

2. Forsyth - 33,825 - (19% or 1 in 5)
3. Fulton - 13,142 - (1.53% or 1 in 66)
4. DeKalb - 1,953 - (0.34% or 1 in 295)



The “Election Integrity 
Network”

Groups Involved with Anti-Voter Efforts

VoterGA

True The Vote

Greater Georgia

Worked with local Georgians to submit challenges against 
250,783 registered Georgia voters across 65 counties ahead 
of the 2021 runoff election. 

Claims their “Election Integrity Defenders program is actively 
working to verify voter rolls in 159 counties.” 

One of the groups leading charge on challenges in GA 
post-SB 202. Played an instrumental role in challenges 
against 37,000 registered voters in Gwinnett County just 
weeks before the 2022 midterms.

Election Integrity 
Network (EIN)

Organizes grassroots state coalitions to advocate for 
restrictions on voting and against protections for election 
workers. Currently active in 22 states, including Georgia.



True The Vote
➢ Key Players: Catherine Engelbrecht 

& Greg Phillips
➢ TTV announced plans to challenge 

364,000 Georgia voters ahead of 
the Jan. 2021 runoff

➢ Texas-based TTV collaborated with 
GA citizens to challenge voters in 
counties with large Black and 
brown voting populations

➢ Pushed rejected claim that 67k 
ineligible voters cast ballots in 
2020



➢ Key Player: former Trump lawyer 
Cleta Mitchell

➢ EIN organizes grassroots state 
coalitions to:
○ Train right wing poll watchers
○ Infiltrate local elections offices
○ Advocate for restrictions on 

voting and against protections 
for election workers.

➢ Expanded from VA to 22 states + DC 
in under 2 years



➢ Key Players: Garland Favorito, 
Michael Flynn, Patrick Byrne

➢ Part of EIN’s so-called “Georgia 
Election Integrity Coalition”

➢ One of the primary groups leading 
the charge on mass challenges

➢ Instrumental role in challenging 
registration of 37,000 Gwinnett 
voters weeks before ‘22 midterms



➢ Key Player: Kelly Loeffler
➢ Publicly supported SB 202
➢ Group claims to be conducting its 

own program for challenging voters
➢ Sponsored a Sept. 2022 Zoom 

training for appx. a dozen activists 
on how to file challenges

➢ Training emphasized counties in the 
ATL-metro area w/ highest 
concentration of Dem voters
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Disproportionate Impact on Voters

Challenges disproportionately target specific communities 

➢ Zip code used as proxy for race 

➢ Prioritizing voters with names typically associated with 
specific race/ethnicity 

➢ Students, voters of color, and voters navigating transient 
housing bearing brunt of impact and burden



No Clear Guidance from State Election Board

Mass Challenges = “Wild West” of election administration

➔ Lack of guidance from SEB → inconsistent interpretation of 
SB 202 challenge provisions across 159 counties. 
◆ Has led to some counties adhering to strictest possible 

interpretation out of abundance of caution 
➔ No clear process for helping voters with transient housing

◆ *In conflict with state law permitting registration to a 
non-residential address*

➔ Burden of proof must be on the challenger



Cost of Elections in Fulton County

➢ Cost of elections = skyrocketing

➢ County BOEs drowning in 
barrage of unfunded mandates

 

Takeaway: mass voter challenges + other rising costs of administering 
elections are costing local taxpayers a phenomenal amount of money

➢ Cost per voter now 4x higher 
than in 2018: 
○ $2 per voter → $ 6-9 per 

voter  



Impact on Election Administration & Workers

Growing Trend: Attempts to place 
anti-voter conspiracy theorists onto 
local BOEs (e.g Jason Frazier)

Election workers overwhelmed by:
➔ Mass voter challenges
➔ Open Records Requests (ORRs)
➔ Legal challenges
➔ Endless stream of unfunded 

mandates

Emerging threat: private software developed to more easily facilitate mass challenges by far-right activists



Questions?

To request a recording of today’s briefing or copy of the presentation, please 
email press@fairfightaction.com. 

mailto:press@fairfightaction.com


Thank You!


